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To: Tiverton Citizens for Change 
 
From: Ed Roderick 
 
My qualifications for Tiverton Town Council are: 
 
1. A true concern for the fiscal well-being of the Town 
2. A degree in Business Administration form Johnson & Wales University 
3. 10 plus years as member of the City of Pawtucket Personnel Board, 6 as Chair. 
4. 25 years in affordable and public housing. 
5. An independent voice for all the citizens of Tiverton. 
 
My goals are to work with the Town Council, School Committee and Budget Committee to come 
up with an effective budget for the Town of Tiverton that does not place the full burden on 
homeowners.  
 
Work to make Tiverton a desirable location for business in designated areas to alleviate some of 
the tax burden on homeowners. 
 
Work to keep taxes below the cap. 
 
 
Questions: 
 
1. My goal is not to exceed the tax cap, however taxes are not just for the school construction 
bonds.  The Council, budget Committee and the School Committee must work together to come 
up with a budget that works within the framework of the revenues that are planned. 
 
2. Until as a member of the Council, I know what if any shortfall will take place and what areas 
of the budget can be impacted, it is a difficult question to answer.  I still am a strong believer in 
fiscal responsibility and would fight not to exceed the tax cap. 
 
3.  Based on my present understanding of the Town’s financial situation, I could not support any 
future indebtedness.  Future bonds will only continue the present problems.  Once a true budget 
that works within revenues, then and only then should future bonds be considered. 
 
4.  As a candidate I do not have all the information regarding each department on the municipal 
side.  Any decisions to reduce town government must be studied to see what impact it will have 
not only on the Towns ability to govern, but what impact it will have on services for the residents 
of Tiverton. 
 
5.  Again more information and study would be need to make a competent decision. 
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6. In regards to selling the Industrial Park, first a concerted effort should be make to seek 
business, IE: office buildings, shops, restaurants that are in keeping with Tiverton’s community 
plan and that enhance the town.    Selling the Industrial Park would be an option, but only if it is 
fiscally better for the Town in the long run.  It can be a quick infusion of cash versus long term 
tax revenues from multiple businesses.  It needs to be seen what the fiscal advantages are to each 
scenario.     
 
7.  In this day of high health cost, I believe that some of the burden must be shifted to the 
employee.  Taxpayers can not continue to subsidize heath care at high rates to the town.  All 
collective bargaining contracts need to scrutinized to obtain the best possible deal for the Town. 
 
8. The expansion of the sewer system is a difficult proposal.  First of all the taxpayers who are 
connected to the sewer system will have to pay for the connection as most cities already do.  
Sewers will bring building into areas that presently could not be built on because of the inability 
to put in septic systems.  This could mean more private homes, more impact on the school 
system, and town services, but also an increase in tax revenues. 
 
Environmentally sewers are better than septic systems but the total cost in expanding the sewers 
system will determined by how many will be connected and what if any grants could be 
obtained.  Unfortunately there is no inexpensive way to expand the sewers and presently new 
bonds would only increase the potential of taxes going even higher. 
 
9.  At present I could not support building a new Library if bonds are required to get it built.  
Maybe an alternative plan such as rehabilitating one of the schools that have been replaced into a 
Library. 
 
10.  I firmly believe that the motion to override the budget at the reconvened Financial Town 
Meeting was highly unethical.. First of all a new budget could only be placed before the voters if 
it significantly changed from the previous budget, $250,000 on $41 million was NOT a 
significant change.  Also I believe that the motion was out of order as only someone from the 
prevailing sided, not the chair of the budget committee could have made that motion.  And 
finally “rallying” the troops as was said was done to insure that the council receive the results 
they wanted.  I firmly believe that the council would have held meeting after meeting until they 
got what they wanted.  The second FTM was the main reason that I got involved in this council 
race.  I believe that the citizens of Tiverton deserve an independent voice to bring their concerns 
to the forefront.  That is what a member of the Town Council should be doing and not ignoring 
the voice of the people.   
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Danielle R. Coulter 
34 Lawton Avenue 
Tiverton, RI 
401-339-3494 
 
 
Questions for School Committee Candidates 
 
Please state your qualifications for this office. 
 
Danielle Coulter is a candidate for the Tiverton School Committee. 
She holds Bachelor of Science (human biology) and Doctor of 
Chiropractic degrees from the National University of Health 
Sciences in Chicago.  Raised in the Midwest and taught in quality 
public schools, Danielle has since lived in Illinois, South Carolina, 
and New York and has now settled in Rhode Island.  She is the owner 
of a Newport Chiropractic Center and its affiliated wellness center. 
 
As a small business owner and property owner in two Rhode Island 
towns, Danielle is keenly aware of the tax burdens that face our 
residents and businesses. Her professional experience includes 
exposure to virtually all aspects of organizational leadership and 
management which would be directly relevant to the proper 
oversight role of a school committee.  Most importantly, she seeks to 
raise the level of accountability in the school system to match or 
exceed the level that taxpayers in the private sector have no choice 
but to adhere to every day. 
 
Danielle understands that simply increasing school expenditures 
does not necessarily translate into a responsible return on 
investment of taxpayer money.  She is also concerned that the 
average Tiverton taxpayer’s ability to afford living here has simply 
been disregarded.  Moreover, Danielle is concerned that the town 
has “given away the store” on compensation and benefits at the 
expense of quality value-added student programming and 
responsible long-term capital budgeting.  Under no circumstances 
would Danielle ever consider the irresponsible and unseemly 
prospect of the School Committee suing the town.  Danielle believes 
that town officials and employees are public servants that should 
play fair and treat the public with respect and honesty. 
  
  
 
What are the goals and mission of your campaign? 
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Inform voters as to the full cost of educating their children and their 
neighbors’ children.  For example, if you were to add in the bond 
debt (which is listed in the budget on the municipal side) and the 
regular operating budget the total school expenditure is 
disproportionate to the other services offered by the town.  If we 
were first in the state in the rankings we would still need to question 
the amount needed to educate each child and try to give the 
townspeople a return on the investment made in their children. 
  

1) YES / NO Will you negotiate the teacher contract as the current School 
Committee has done; that is, offer a total amount for salary and benefits that the 
Committee thinks the Taxpayers can afford? 
Please explain. 
 
 Having a contract is a courtesy that mandates certain benefits 
to both the teachers and the town.  The contract will need to be fair 
to both of the sides.  A general concern that I have had is that the 
benefits, pay packages and general budget need to be sustainable for 
the long run of the town.  I do not want to see the town in 
receivership as the after- shock would be detrimental and long 
lasting. This approach overall is workable because it allows the 
teachers to participate constructively, this idea is to have an overall 
amount and to let the teachers decide how to allocate between salary 
and benefits. 
 

2) YES / NO Is teacher employment “at will” a realistic long term option? 
Please explain. 

Is it Ideal No, BUT, if there is no other way to keep the general 
budget from exceeding the state cap, the “at will” arrangement will 
have to remain status quo.  Most workers in this country are “at 
will” and I do not feel that to be otherwise with a contract is a right.  
Please keep in mind, that this arrangement is a different scenario 
from the work-to-rule scenario which has been currently in place in 
the schools. This work-to-rule action is unprofessional and not a 
realistic long term option.  Work-to-rule is an industrial action in 
which employees do no more than the minimum required by the 
rules of a workplace, and follow safety or other regulations to the 
letter in order to cause a slowdown.  This is considered less 
disruptive than a strike or lockout; and just obeying the rules is less 
susceptible to disciplinary action.  Teachers may refuse extra duties 
such as writing recommendation letters for their students' college 
applications or being a coach/leader for various after school sports 
or groups.  While I feel that this is disruptive to the school system, 
this is also an opportunity for the school board and parents to come 
together to think outside of the box.  For example, when the teachers 
threatened that there would be no more debate team, Roger 
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Williams Law School debate sudents have taken over as 
mentors/coaches for the team.  The community in general would be 
greatly served by being more involved with these youth.   

3) YES / NO Would you support regionalization of school functions? 
 
 Given our bond issue, it is too late for the merging of buildings 
and therefore many other administrative duties will continue to be 
separate.  But, I would be in support of a collaborative purchasing 
center to cut costs on supplies or possibly to negotiate health care 
contracts, so long as further layers of bureaucracy are not the end 
result. 
 

4) YES / NO Would you require school employees to contribute more to their 
health care costs? 
 
 By all means, it is completely inappropriate for public servants 
to enjoy benefits greater than those of the private sector taxpayers 
who support them. 
 

5) YES / NO Would your role on the school committee include working to reform 
state and federal regulations? 
  

Albert Einstein once said, “We can’t solve problems by using 
the same kind of thinking we used when we created them.”  Though, 
I am in full support of general standards being set for the school to 
achieve, the powers that be need to be made aware that the school 
board, townspeople, and parents are not happy with being told how 
to spend their tax dollars on the school.    I would be very willing to 
speak to the State when these mandates are being decided.  
 

6) YES / NO Would you vote for and/or support a Caruolo Act law suit against the 
town? 
State the reason(s) for your position. 
 
 It’s wrong.  Anyone who has been a business owner knows that 
there are times of prosperity and times of lean business and if I were 
to know that I for example need a new roof in 5 years I will budget 
for this future occurrence.  I cannot wait until the loan (bond) is due 
and then go ask the tooth fairy for more money.  There is only so 
much money in the town to go around and we have to work with the 
town to come to an agreement of how the pie gets divided.      
 

7) YES / NO Would you allow use of the automated phone system and/or the 
sending of letters home with the children to “get out the vote” for an FTM? 
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If yes, why? 
  

8) YES / NO Would you support starting a charter school in Tiverton?   
Wholeheartedly! 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
PO Box 416 Tiverton RI 02878 

www.tivertoncc.com  info@tivertoncc.com 
 

TCC is a registered State of Rhode Island Political Action Committee 
DeEtta Moran, Treasurer 

Sanford Mantell 
 

Questions for Budget Committee Candidates  
 
Please state your qualifications for this office. 
I currently work in Accounting for a manufacturer.  Some of my 

responsibilities include reviewing budgets and assisting dept mgrs in 
preparing meaningful budgets. 

 
   What are the goals and mission of your campaign? 
            My goal as a Tiverton resident is to raise questions concerning budget 
requests and ask questions that will spur the budget requestor to do a bit more due 
diligence regarding their budget request. 
 
 
 
YES / NO Would you vote to override the tax cap to pay for 2009 / 2010 school 

construction bonds? 
    If no, how will these bonds be paid? 
                                            No. I believe level funding the school budget and limiting town          
                                       Budget requests will elimimate the need to override.      

 
YES / NO Would you vote to override the tax cap to pay for a 2009 / 2010 revenue 

shortfall? 
    No.At the 2006 TFM, revenues raised from property taxes    

                              Increased 11%. I’m not sure of 2007 and this year we had the tax  
                               cap override.  There has to be enough of a revenue stream to stay 
                               within the cap. 
      YES / NO Would you support any new bond indebtedness? 
                                No. I did not support the school bond debt. 
 
YES / NO Are you willing to reduce the size of Tiverton’s town government? 

If yes, identify reductions? 
Yes.  Convert a portion of the workload of the fire 

department to a volunteer force. 
 
YES / NO Do you support selling the industrial park? 

                                           Yes! 
                                        I know this has been tried in the past without success. 

 
YES / NO Do you support expansion of the sewer system? 

     I don’t know enough about the plans. 
                        I would have  to see what the cost of laying in pipes and also what                                                      
the cost of connecting would be.  My suspicion is that the cost of connecting would be 
prohibitive for many homeowners. 
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YES / NO Would you support building a new Library? 

    No.  An alternative might be to use an existing building and retrofit   
                                           

 
YES / NO Was the motion to override the budget at the reconvened Financial Town 

Meeting ethical? 
   State the reason(s) for your position.  
                         No! 
                        Just from a layman’s viewpoint, what went on was not equitable.                                         

                                  Deeming it unethical would not be stretch. 
                                  Also, despite protests from several people familiar with Robert’s 
                                  Rules of Order, it seems the meeting(s) were not conducted  
                                  ethically. 
                                  I am still having trouble understanding how the rejection of  
                                  The debt cap override at the first meeting was rendered null    
                                  and void by the continued meeting the following week. 
                                   
                                         

Jeff Caron
Typewritten Text
Sanford Mantell
WRITE IN CANDIDATE



Cynthia Nebergall 

29 September 2008   

________________________________________________________________________ 
PO Box 416 Tiverton RI 02878 

www.tivertoncc.com info@tivertoncc.com 
 

Questions for Budget Committee Candidates  
 

Please state your qualifications for this office. 
 
  What are the goals and mission of your campaign? 
 
 
 
YES / NO Would you vote to override the tax cap to pay for 2009 / 2010 school 

construction bonds? 
    If yes, why? 

If no, how will these bonds be paid? 
 

 
Answer:  No.  The bond debt must be paid.  Next year's debt cost is projected to account 

for about a 3% increase in the tax levy.  Therefore, all other municipal and school expenditures 
must be constrained in order to avoid exceeding the cap.   

 
 
YES / NO Would you vote to override the tax cap to pay for a 2009 / 2010 revenue 

shortfall? 
    If yes, why? 

If no, how will you deal with a revenue shortfall? 
 
Answer:  No.  I think a "revenue shortfall" to the Town is analogous to a family which 
suffers a decrease of income.  A family with less income reduces its expenditures 
accordingly and the Town should do the same. 
 
 
YES / NO Would you support any new bond indebtedness? 
 
Answer:  No. 
 
 
YES / NO Are you willing to reduce the size of Tiverton’s town government? 

If yes, identify reductions? 
 
Answer:  Yes.  Helping find ways to do more with less is the goal. 
 
 
YES / NO Do you support selling the industrial park? 
 
Answer:  Yes. 
 

TCC is a registered State of Rhode Island Political Action Committee 
DeEtta Moran, Treasurer 
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Cynthia Nebergall 

29 September 2008   

________________________________________________________________________ 
PO Box 416 Tiverton RI 02878 

www.tivertoncc.com info@tivertoncc.com 
 

YES / NO Do you support expansion of the sewer system? 
    If yes, how would this be funded and paid? 
    If no, why? 

 
Answer:  No, except where necessary for public health in the developed northern part of 

the Town. 
 
 
YES / NO Would you support building a new Library? 

    If yes, how will this be funded and paid? 
    If no, why? 

 
Answer:  Yes, depending upon the cost and if the cost can be paid without incurring any 

debt.  And I would not want to see the Essex Library building closed. 
 
 
YES / NO Was the motion to override the budget at the reconvened Financial Town 

Meeting ethical? 
   State the reason(s) for your position.  
 
Answer:  No.  I stated my position as best I could at the microphone on 28 May.   

 
 
 
 

TCC is a registered State of Rhode Island Political Action Committee 
DeEtta Moran, Treasurer 
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Thomas Parker 
 

Questions for Budget Committee Candidates  
 
Please state your qualifications for this office. 

 
   What are the goals and mission of your campaign? 
 
 
 
YES / NO Would you vote to override the tax cap to pay for 2009 / 2010 school 

construction bonds? 
    If yes,why? 

If no, how will these bonds be paid? – With 47% tax increases 
over past few years, the Town should cut expenses. 

 
YES / NO Would you vote to override the tax cap to pay for a 2009 / 2010 revenue 

shortfall? 
    If yes,why? 

If no, how will you deal with a revenue shortfall?  -see above. 
 
YES / NO Would you support any new bond indebtedness?-NO!  We need to 

discuss a new library but we should begin setting aside funds NOW, 
not take on new debt in the form of bonds. 

 
YES / NO Are you willing to reduce the size of Tiverton’s town government? 

If yes, identify reductions?- I don’t have enough information at 
present and hope to gain more insights after election, when I 
will know more about the town budget.   

 
YES / NO Do you support selling the industrial park? – Let’s develop the IP as a 

means of bringing new biz/tax revenues to the Town.  If selling the 
IP would result in more TAX money, we should look into it. 

 
YES / NO Do you support expansion of the sewer system? 

    If yes, how would this be funded and paid? 
    If no,why? 

I don’t know enough about the issue to comment at this juncture.  I 
fully support delaying compliance with the State of RI mandated 
septic system upgrades until a final decision is made on the status of 
the sewer system at the north end of town. 
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Thomas Parker 

 
YES / NO Would you support building a new Library? 

    If yes, how will this be funded and paid? 
    If no, why? 

A new library may be a good idea, but it needs to be studied.  
Especially during this very difficult time of economic uncertainty, we 
should build only if we can do so w/o new bond indebtedness for the 
reeling taxpayers of Tiverton. 

 
YES / NO Was the motion to override the budget at the reconvened Financial Town 

Meeting ethical? 
   State the reason(s) for your position.  

The second vote was illegal, and from what I can determine, 
even that vote was stolen.  The contemptuous manner in which 
the Town Council treated the voters was probably illegal, and 
in my opinion, certainly immoral and unethical. 
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